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This Goverament, as promised, (ἐς Maintained the closest 


surveiliaace of the Soviet military build-up on the island of Cuba. Withia 
unmistakable 
the paste week, ὠπσοροσχ σῶς evidence has established the fact that 2 series 


uf offeasive nuclear missile sites is now ia preparztion on that unhappy 


island. Upon receiving the first; iimic. - in’: smation of this nature last 


Tucsday morniag at 9 ἃ. m. st τς: ;.tion of this nature 
we hac ever received << . caurecica ᾿Ὡξξ ᾿ς. surveiiiay . stepped up. 
Aad Raving now confirmed aad comsleted | - ovasc2 ΟἿ 0. evidence 
decision on 
and our sxkeammineatiomspen aco. - fac. ., this Government feels 


obliged τὸ reportt= new crisis ὦ sGu in full detail. 

Several .2ese new .9 Sitec are for Medium ta, ~—allistic 
-sbOSLLGS, Cabin. Carryjog α auclcar ~~ shead for a distance of more 
than iGGC aautical les. Leach of cnesx .cigsiles, in sbort, is capaole of striking 
-aghiagstoa, Db. Ὁ, tae Panarna Canal, Cane Caaaveral, Mexico City, 


ot Any other city . the Southeastern cart . as United States, in Cearral 


_.ca Or in the Caribbean arc 


“cussional sites not ye. Jsaeted appear to be designec ἕν 
~,ccicte Raeage Ballistic Missiles -- able of travelling more iaaa 
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-~ iar gouta aa Lima, Peru. in λααχϊχοῦ, medium range jet bombers, 
capaoie of carrying nuclear weapons, are now being uncrated and assembled 
sa Cuba, while the necessary air bages are boing prepared. 

This urgent trandormation. of Cuba into aa important strategic 
2ase -- by the presence of these large, long-range aad clearly offensive 
weapoas of sudden mads destructioa -- constitutes an explicit threat to 
inc peace and security of all the Americas, in flagrant and@liberate defiance 
of the Rio Fact of 1947, the traditiona of this nation and Hemisohere, the 
~oint Resolution of the &7th Congress, the Charter of the United Nations, 
aud my own public warnings to the Soviets on September 4 and 13. This 
action also contradicts tae receated assurances of Sovict spokesmen, bota 
puslicly and privately delivered, that tae arms build-up ia Cuba would 


ia its original defeasive charccter, and that the Soviet Unio= aad no 
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need or desire to station stratecic missilea οἱ the territory of any other 


ne 3ize of this uadertaking-makes clear that it had been planacd 


some wonths ago. Yet oaly last month, after I had made clear the 


cistiactioa between aay introduction of ground-to-ground missiles aad 
the emistence of defensive anti-aircraft raissiles, the Soviet Government 


publicly stated on September 1} that ‘the armaments and military equipment 


cat to Cuba aro designed exclusively for defensive purposes", that "there is no 


aced for tae Soviet Unior to ἘΠῚ its weapous . . . fos a retaliatory blow 


to any other country, for fastance Cuba", and that ''the Soviet Union has 
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‘ca for sites for them beyond the boundaries of the Soviet Union. '' 


auncat statment, I regret to say, was patently false.. 


Oaly last Thursday, as evidence of this rapid offensive fuild-up 
Wag ia my hand, Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko told me in my office 
taat he was instructed to make it clear once again, as he said his Government 


πο already done, that Soviet assistanca to Cuba "pursued solely the purpose 
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of contributing to the defense capabilities of Cuba", that "training by 


soviet specialists of Cuban nationals ia handling defensive armaments 
wes by no means offensive", and that "3f£ it were otherwise, the Soviet 


cat would sever become involved in rendering such assistance." 
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Neither the United States of America: sor the world community 
- a2tions Cua tolerate deliverats ceception and offensive threats on the part 


οὐ uy Ration, large or small. we no lonzer live in a world where only tie 


zCtuai firing of weapons represents ἃ sufficient challenge to a natioa's 


oe ad 


cecurity to constitute a breach of Article 51 of the UN Charter. Nuclear 
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weapons are so destructive, and ballistic missiles are so swift, that any 
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sintially increased possibility of their use or any sudden change ia 


ΝΕ _ mav well. | 
> Geployment fyuiikbe regarded ac a definite threat to the peace. 


For many years, both the Sovict Union and the United States -- 


recoguizing this fact e* hive depluvec strategic puclear weapyog with 
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great care, never upsetting the precarious scatue que whica ensured that 


cse/weapons would act oc used ia che absences of sume vifml challenge. 
ὩΣ own strategic misailes have never been transferred to the territory 


of aay other nation under a cloak of sacrecy and deception; and our history -- 


unlike that of the Soviets since World War II -- demonstrates that we 
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nave 20 desire to dominate or conquer aay other nation or impose our 


System upon its people. Nevertheless, American citizens have become 
adjusted to living daily on the bull's eye of Soviet missiles located inside 
the USSR or ia submarines. in that sence, missiles in Cuba add to an 
already clear and present canger .- although, it should be noted, the 
nations of Latin Amefica have never previously beom subjected toa 


potential hucilear threat. - 


=ut this secret, swift and extraordinary build-up of communist 
missiles τα in an area wellexnown to bave a special and historical 
relaticnship το the United States and the nations of the Western HemispBere <e 
in violation of Soviet assurances, in suddenly stationing strategic weaoons 
tor the first time outside of Soviet soil, in defiance of American and 
jemisphergic policy -α is a deliberately provocative and unjustified 
change in the status quo which cannot bo accepted by this country, if cur 


courage and our commitments are ever to be trusted again by either friend 


sr foe. 
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The 1930's taught us a clear lesson: aggoessive conduct, if 
uiliswed to crow unckeckec 2n4 urchaliepged, ultinately leads to war. 
nation is oppesed to war. We are also true to our word. Cur 


1-247 .wjective, therefore, must ὃς to prevent the use of tacse 
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. ΖΜ δὶ or elimiaation from the Westera Hemisphere. 

policy has been one of pdfience and restraint, as befits a 
veicelul and powerful nation. We were determined not to be diverted 


-som our Ceatral concerns by mere irritants and fanatics. Wut further 
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2ction is now required e« and it is underway; and these actions may only 
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oe the beginning. Wo will not prematurely or unnecessarily visk the 
costs of worldewide nuclear war in which even the fruits of victory would 
ve ashes in cur mouts ~~ but let every nation know, be it friend or foe, 
that we will aot shrink from that rick at any time it must be faced. 
Acting, therefore, in the defense of our own sécurity and that 
οὐ the entire Western Hemisphere, aad under the authority entrusted to 
me by tho Constitution as endorsed by the Resolution of the Congress, I 
have directed that the following initial steps be taken immediately: 
I) Birsts to halt this oficnsive build-up, a strict quarantine on all 
offensive military equipment under shipment to Cuba is being initiated. 
All ships bouad tor Cuba, from whatever nation or port, will, if found 
tain cargoes of offensive Weaszo0n3s, be turned back, This quarantine 


ili be extended, if needed, to cther types of carzo and carriers. “ears not 


zi this time, aowever, denying access or the necessities of life as the Soviets 


aitemated to do in their Berlin - blockade of 1948.- 
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2) Secoad: Σ barre cizacted tao continned and iacreased close 


lance of Cuba and its military build-up. The Foreign Ministers of 
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«τα O45 in their communique of October 6 rejected secrecy on suca 


“tatters in this Hemisphere. Should offensive miktary preparations 


continue, thus increasing the tureat ta the Hemisphere, further action will 


ὡς undertaken. I have directed the arniec forces to prenare for any y 
eventualities: and I trust that, in tae interest of both tho Cuban people aad 


the Soviet technicians at these sites, cur inability to tolerate this threat wikl 


be recognized, 


3) Thied: It shall be the policy of this mation to regard any 


ear missile launched from Cuba against any aation in the Western 


here 26 δὰ attack ba tho Soviet Union on tha Udsited States requiring 


wae 


<< base εἰ Cuantanamo, evacucted the cesendents of our persoanel there 
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and orcered additional military units to stand oydon an alett basis. 


3) <itth: We are cailins tonight for aa immeciate meeting of the 
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σσδῃ of Consultation under the Orzanization of American States, to consider 


7 -caty in support of all aecessary action, Our other allies around tho 
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world Rave zlso been alerted. 


6) Sixth: Under the Charter of the-Usited Nations -« and we 
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ibe to that Charter «= we aro asking tonight that an emergency 


ag of the Security Council be convoked without delay to take action 
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against this latest Soviet threat to world peace. Our Resolution will 
c.. {o> the dismantling aad withdrawal of all. offensive Soret bases and 


“weapons in Cuba, under the supervision of UN observers, before the 


Guarantine can be lifted, 

7) Seventh:and finally: -I call upon Chairman Khrushchev to halt 
and eliminate this clandestine, rockless and provocative threat to world 
table relations between sur two nations. I call upon kim 


2artser to abandon this course cf world dominatios, and to join with me 


i ς effort to end the perilous arms race and transforz 


tac nistery Gi man. He has on onvortunity sow to move the world back from 


returnins to cwn_ 
she ebyse of destruction -e Ὀγῥαδοξοξοσ hie governmeat'e/ words that it had 


no need to Station missiles outside its own territory, and withdrawing 


tnese weapons frora Cuba «- by refraiaing from any action which will widen 


by 
_ or deepen the present crisis -- and they resuming ony Betech for peaceful 


and permanent golutions., 


ais nation is prepared to present its case against this Soviet 
tireat to peacg and our own proposals for a peaceful world at any time and 
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veacons. We have proposed the climinztios of all asrrg ane cverseas bases 

in a fair and effective disarma:neat treaty. We are prepared to discuss 

new poeposals for the removal of tensions on both sides -« including the 

possibilities of a genuinely independent Cuba, free to determine its own 

cesiizy. We have no wish to war with the Soviet Union; for we are a 

peaceful people who desire to live in peace with all other peoples. - 
But itis difficult to settle or even discugs these problems in an 


atmosphere of intimidation, That 19 why this latest Soviet threat -- or any 


otner tarcat which is mado cither independently or in response to our 


Actions tris weex -- Must and will ce met with determination. Any hostile 
action anywaere in the world apainst the safety and freedom of peoples 
τὸ whorn wa are committed e~ iacluding the brave people of West Serlia -- 
wail Be met by waatever action is needed. - 

Sinally, i want to say a -cw words to the captive people of Cuba, 
co wasmi this speeca ts being directly carried by every available medium. 


i Sucasx tO you as a friead, as an acmirer οὗ your dedication to freedom 
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ΠΟ justice, a3 one who knows of your deep attachment to your fatherland. 


ΩΣ with my fellow Americans, I have shared the great hopes of your 
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wucionalist revolution promisiag libcrty and justice for all. And I have 
Ὁ σα with ce¢ep sorrow how τὰς iccals of taat revolution were betrayed -<« 
na aow your intnerland fell uncer foreign domination. Now your leaders are 
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curaeg Cuba into a base of aggressicn againe) your frierds and neighbors 
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Σὰ ἰὰς Americas, These new weapons are not in your interest. They 
cuutrioute nothing to your peace and well-being. They cannot even contribute 


ns, 
> tne wecurity of Cuba but only undermine it, We know you did not consent 


+o tic transformation of your island into a target for nuclear war “Ὁ the 


wear & 


tinct Latin American country to Occome involved in this grim confrontation << 
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the first Latin American country to have these. weapons on ite soil. 

zoat ig.why we have no quarrel with you, the people of Cuba, orly 
Syrmapatay and hope. We xno w your lives and land are being uged as pawns 
by those wko deny you freedam. We have no wish to cause you to siffer 
or tO impose any system upon you. 

Meany thames in the past, the Cuban people have risen to throw 


Out tyrants -~ both foreign and domestic e- who tried to destroy their 


liberty. And I have no doubt thaz the vast majority of Cubans today locks forward 


τὸ ine time when they will once again be free -~ free to choose their own 
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tcacevs, irce to select their own system, free to own their own land, 

ἐὺς tO speak aad write and worship withcut fear or degradation. And wken | | 
ivr. domination is ended, and the use of Guba 23 a base of subversion 


,ression has ceased, we skall gladly welcome her back to the socicty 
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cf ἔτεος nations aad to the associations of this Hemisphere. Yor our goal in 


τς world tocay is peace and frecdcom ~- and that includes the peace ard freedom 


vi ins Cuban people. 
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ΣῊ igilow citizens: is: 20 one Coudt that this is a difficult 
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exous effort om which we -have sct out. No one can foresee --. 


erocicely waat course it will take or what costs or casualties will be 


incurzed, Many mo&tha of sacrifice and self-discipline lie ahead “Ὁ 
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mouths in waich both our will ang our paiicnce will be tested by thoce who 


wOsis Save us do more and those who would have us do 1698 -- months 
2 Whics many threats aud denuaciacions ili keep us aware of our danger. 


wut the gresiast daager of all wouid be to to nothing <- to be paralyzed by 
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fear e- to zo back on our word. - 


Zne path we kave_cxosonr for the vresent is not perfect, as no path 


ig ~- Sut it is the one most consistcat with cur character and courage as 
2 nation and our commitments around the world. The cost of freedora 
is always hizh e- but Americans rave alwzys paid it. Aad one path we 
shall never chooge is the ρὲ ΤῊ of surrender or cubmiscion. 

. Der goal is not the victory of ζοξ δὲ out the vindication of rizht -- 
act peace at tz expense of fréedam, du sora peace and freedom, here ia 


ΣΕ Mamispiere, and, we hone, around tne worla. God willing, soa. 
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TRANSCRIBED PAGES FOLLOW 


NOTE: While final details remain to be settled comcering the text 
of the President’s address to the nation, its substance will 
basically reflect the following draft: 


10/20/62 


Good evening, my fellow citizens: 


This Government, as promised, has maintained the closest surveillance 
of the conmunist military build-up on the island of Cuba. Only within the 
last week, unmistakable evidence has established the fact that a series of 
offensive nuclear missile bases is now under intensive preparation on that 
unhappy island. Upon receiving the first preliminary information of this 
nature last Tuesday morning at 9 a.m. [ ? } information of this nature 
we had ever received - I directed that our surveillance be stepped up. 

And having now confirmed and completed our evaluation of the evidence 
and our decision on a course of action, this Government feels 
obliged to report the new crisis to you in full detail. 

Several of these new missile sites are for Medium Range Ballistic 
Missiles, capable of carrying a nuclear warhead for a distance of more than 
1000 nautical miles. Each of these missiles, in short, is capable of 
striking Washington, D.C., the Panama Canal, Cape Canaveral, Florida, 
Mexico City, or any other city in the Southeastern part of the United 
States, in central America or in the Caribbean area. 

Additional sites not yet completed appear to be designed for 
Intermediate Range Ballistic Missiles - capable of travelling more than 
twice as far and thus capable of striking most of the major cities in the 


Western Hemisphere, ranging as far north as Hudson’s Bay, Canada and 


as far south as Lima, Peru. In addition, medium range jet bombers, capable 
of carrying nuclear weapons, are now being uncrated and assembled on Cuba, 
while the necessary air bases are being prepared. 

This urgent transformation of Cuba into a prime strategic base by the 
presence of these large, long-range and clearly offensive weapons of sudden 
destruction constitutes an explicit threat to the peace and security of all 
the Americas - in flagrant and deliberate defiance of the Rio Pact of 1947, 
the traditions of this nation and Hemisphere, the Joint Resolution of the 
87th Congress and my own warnings to the Soviets on September 4 and 
13. This action also contradicts the repeated assurances of Soviet 
spokesmen, both publicly and privately delivered, that the arms build--up in 
Cuba would retain its original defensive character, that the Soviet Union 
had no need or desire to station strategic missiles on the territory of any 
other nation. 

* The si.e of this undertaking makes clear that it had been planned 
some months ago. Yet only last month, after I had made clear the 
distinction between any introduction of ground-to-ground missiles and the 
- x<istence of defensive anti-aircraft missiles, the Soviet Government 
publicly stated on September 11 that "the armaments and military equipment 
sent to Cuba are designed exclusively for defensive purposes", that “there 
is no need for the Soviet Union to shift its weapons ... for a retaliatory 
blow to any other country, for instance Cuba," and that "the Soviet Union 
has so powerful rockets to carry these nuclear warheads that there is no 
need to search for sites for them beyond the boundaries of the Soviet 


Union." That statement, I regret to say, was patently false. 


Only last Thursday, as this offensive build-up was going on, Soviet 
Foreign Minister Gromyko told me in my office that he was instructed to 
make it clear once again, as he said the Soviet Government had already 
done, that Soviet assistance to Cuba "pursued solely the purpose of 
contributing to the defense capabilities of Cuba" that "training by Soviet 
specialists of Cuban nationals in handling defensive armaments was by 
no means offensive" and that "if it were otherwise, the Soviet Government 
would have never become involved in rendering such assistance." That 
statement also was dishonest and dishonorable. 

Neither the United States of America nor the world community of 
nations can tolerate deliberate deception and offensive threats on the part 
of any nation, large oc small. We no longer live in a world where only the 
actual firing of weapons represents a sufficient challenge to a nation’s 
security to constitute an "armed attack" under Article 51 of the UN 
Charter. Nuclear weapons are so destructive, and ballistic weapons are so 
swift, that any increased possibility of their use or any sudden change in 
their deployment may well be regarded as a definite threat to the peace. 

For many years, both the Soviet Union and the United States - 
recognizing this fact - have deployed strategic weapons with great 
care, never upsetting the precarious status quo which ensured that these 
weapons would not be used in the absence of some vital challenge. Our own 
weapons systems, have never been secretly transferred to the territory of 
any other nation under a cloak of secrecy and deception; and our history - 
unlike that of the Soviets since Worid War Two - demonstrates that we have 
no desire to dominate or conquer any other nation or impose our system upon 


them. Nevertheless, American citizens have become adjusted to living daily 


on the bull’s eye of Soviet missiles located inside the USSR or in 


submarines. In that sense, missiles in Cuba add to an already clear and 
present danger - although, it should be noted, the nations of Latin America 
have never previously been subjected to a potential nuclear threat. 

But this secret, swift and extraordinary build-up of communist 
missiles - in an area well-known to have a special and historical 
relationship to the United States and the Western Hemisphere - in violation 
of Soviet assurances - is a deliberately provocative and unjustified change 
in the status quo which cannot be accepted by this country, if our courage 
and our commitments are ever to be believed in the future by either friend 
or foe. 

The 1930’s taught a clear lesson: aggressive conduct, 1f allowed to 
grow unchecked and unchallenged, ultimately leads to war. This nation is 
opposed to war. We are also true to our word. Our unswerving objective, 
therefore, must be to take whatever steps are necessary to prevent the use 
of these missiles against this or any other country, and to secure the 
withdrawal or elimination of these missiles from within the Western 
Hemisphere. 

Our policy has been one of patience and restraint, as befits a 
peaceful and powerful nation. We were determined not to be diverted from 
our central concerns by mere irritants and fanatics. But further action is 
now required - and it is underway; and these actions may only be the 
beginning. We will not prematurely or unnecessarily risk the costs of 
world-wide nuclear war in which even the fruits of victory would be ashes 
in our mouth - but let every nation know, be it friend or foe, that we will 
not shrink from that risk at any time it must be faced. 

Acting, therefore, in the defense of our own security and that of the 


entire Western Hemisphere, and with the authority entrusted in me by the 


Constitution as endorsed by the Resolution of the Congress, I have directed 
that the following initial steps be taken immediately: 

1) First: to halt this offensive build-up, a strict quarantine on all 
offensive weapons under shipment to Cuba is being initiated. All ships 
bound for Cuba, from whatever nation or port, will, if found to contain 
cargoes of offensive weapons, be turned back. This quarantine will be 
extended, if needed, to other types of cargo and carriers. We are not at 
this time, however, denying access or the necessities of life as the 
Soviets attempted to do in their Berlin blockade of 1948. 

2) Second: I have directed the continued and increased close 
surveillance of Cuba and its military build-up. The Foreign Ministers of 
the OAS in their Communiqué of October 6 rejected secrecy on such matters 
in this Hermisphere. Should offensive military preparation continue, thus 
increasing the threat to the Hemisphere, I have directed the armed forces 
to prepare for any eventualities: and I trust that, in the interest of beth 
the Cuban people and the Soviet technicians at these sites, our inability 
to tolerate this threat will be recognized. 

3) Third: It shall be the policy of this nation to regard any 
missile launched from Cuba as an attack by the Soviet Union requiring a 
massive retaliatory response upon the Soviet Union. 

4) Fourth: As a necessary military precaution, I have reinfcerced 
our base at Guantanamo, evacuated the dependents of our personnel there 
and ordered additional military units to stand by on an alert basis. 

5) Fifth: We are calling tonight for an immediate meeting of the 
Organ of Consultation under the Organization of American States, to 


consider this threat to hemispheric security and to invoke Articles 6 and 8 


t 


of the Rio Treaty in support of all necessary action. Our other allies 
around the world have also been ἃ... δὰ 

6) Sixth: Under the Charter of the United Nations - and we subscribe 
to that Charter - we are asking tonight that an emergency meeting of the 
Security Council be convoked without delay to take action against this 
latest Soviet threat to world peace. Our Resolution will call for the 
dismantling and withdrawal of all offensive bases and weapons in Cuba, 
under the supervision of UN observers before the quarantine can be lifted. 

7) Seventh and Finally: I call upon Chairman Khrushchev to halt and 
eliminate this clandestine, reckless and provocative threat to "orld peace 
and to stable relations between our two nations. I call upon him further to 
abandon this course of world domination, and to join with me and other in 
an historic effort to end the perilous arms race and transform the history 
of man. He has an opportunity now to move the world back from the abyss of 
destruction - returning to his government’s own words that it had no need 
to station missiles outside its own territory, and withdrawing these 
weapons from Cuba - be refraining from any action which will widen or 
deepen the present crisis - and then by resuming our mutual search for 
peaceful and permanent solutions. 

This nation is prepared to present its case against this Soviet threat 
to peace and our own proposals for a peaceful world at any time and in any 
forum - in the OAS, in the United Nations, or in any other meeting that 
could be useful. We have in the past made strenuous efforts to limit the 
spread of nuclear weapons. We have proposed the elimination of all arms ard 
overseas bases ina fair and effective disarmament treaty. We are prepared 
tc discuss new proposals for the removal of tensions on both sides - 


including the possibilities of a genuinely independent Cuba, free to 


determine its own destiny. We have no wish to war with the Soviet Union; 
for we are a peaceful people who desire to live in peace with all other 
peoples. 

But it is difficult to settle or even discuss these problems in an 
atmosphere of intimidation. That is why this latest Soviet threat - or any 
other threat which is made either independently or in response to our 
actions this week - must and will be met with determination. Any hostile 
action anywhere in the world against the safety and freedom of peoples t 5 
whom we are committed - including the brave people of West Berlin - will be 
met by whatever action is needed. 

Finally, I want to say a few words to the captive people of Cuba, to 
whom this speech is being directly carried by every available medium. I 
speak to you as a friend, as an admirer of your dedication to freedom and 
justice, as one who knows of your deep attachment to your fatherland. Along 
with my fellow Americans, I have shared the great hopes of your nationalist 
revolution promising liberty and justice for all. And I have watcher with 
deep sorrow how the ideals of that revolution were betrayed - and how your 
fatherland fell under foreign domination. Now your leaders are no longer 
Cuban leaders - inspired by the great principles of your nationalist 
revolution - they are puppets and agents of an international conspriacy 
which has turned Cuba into a bane of aggression against your friends and 
neighbors in the Americas. These new weapons are not in your interest. They 
contribute nothing to your peace and well-being. They cannot even 
contribute to the security of Cuba, but only undermine it. We know you did 
not consent to the transformation of your island into a target for nuclear 


war - the first Latin American country to become involved in this grim 
» 


confrontation - the first Latin American country to have these weapons on 
its soil. 

That is why we have no quarrel with you, the people of Cuba, only 
sympathy and hope. We know your lives are being used as pawns by those who 
deny you freedom. We have no wish to cause you to suffer or to impose any 
system upon you. 

Many times in the past, the Cuban people have risen to throw out 
tyrants - both foreign and domestic ~- who tried to destroy their liberty. 
And I have no doubt that the vast majority of Cubans today look forward to 
the time when they will once again be free - free to choose their own 
leaders, to select their own system, to own their own land, to speak and 
write and worship without fear or degradation. And when foreign domination 
15 ended, and the use of Cuba as a base of subversion and aggression has 
ceased, we shall gladly welcome her back to the society of free nations and 
to the associations of this Hemisphere. For our goal in the world today is 
peace and freedom - and that includes the peace and freedom of the Cuban 
people. 

My fellow citizens, let no one doubt that this is a difficult and 
dangerous effort on which we have set out. No one can foresee precisely 
what course it will take or what costs or casualties will be incurred. Many 
months of sacrifice and self-discipline lie ahead ~ months in which both 
our will and our patience will be tested by those who would have us do more 
and those who woulld have us do less - months in which many threats and 
denunciations will keep us aware of our danger. But the greatest danger of 


all would be to do nothing - to be paralyzed by fear - to go back on our 


word. ' 


The path we have chosen for the present 15 not perfect, as no path is 
- but it 15 the one most consistent with our character and courage as a 
nation, and our commitments around the world. The cost of freedom is always 
high - but Americans have always paid it. One path we shall never choose - 
the path of surrender or submission. 

Our goal is not the victory of might but the vindication of right - 
not peace at the expense of freedom, but both peace and freedom, here in 
this Hemisphere, and hopefully around the world. God willing, this goal 


will be achieved. 


